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the folxs beci:zround of her esuthentic spece ballad, (4nyone interesced
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One nf my zuitar plunking inten-~
tions was tn set Sara Teasdale's
poen “Thsre 1/ill Coae Soft Rains-"
ta musle.,..the sane poex that in-
apirsd tie cradbury stery, and pro-
bably the ~nly mne of Teasdale's
poems thav cruld be set te :y brand
of muaic.,...and sleng abdcut the
time I'm zeing gond o my arranging
nf this ~teomigedden theme, slcng
comes tae Sumait debacle and Nikitals
fansus perfermance., This is not the
sert of aetting ~ne wants feor sing-
ing pest-atemic halladz. For a bii,
we debated staciting up en a curplus af hish powered rifle aame, in case
we survived the fellemt, and I was wendering if I could figure eut now te
grind cornaesl from the aweet corn we planted in -~ur garden. Wew thing
seem to have settled bacxk te the “Yeu ..re--Yeu sre Net! level of debete.
But T wonder if other fans spend tiue, for instence--whilst taging a sun-
day afternosn drive, ciscussing wnat would be needed tn survive in post-
atomic America (owre-suprnsing an almost agqusl aaount ef destruciion on
botn sides and a resultant lapse intn srinitive ways)? 1he fact that
such discussicns can nceur, fairly rationally and with cuite a Pit of
practicelity, sheuld be some sort of crumentary en our aze. (0f courss,
not everyene can discuss it rabimmally---a fa2 ef eur acguaintance men -
tished tuat he brougat up tihe matter of banb shelters in a discussien
golng ancngst nen~-fan friends and imiediately became a conversatienal
LCpAD, )

1 opened a pgrncery sacg the other avening and found. to iy surprise,
miGst the bread and milik, a Venan's Day. Since I hadn!t included this on
the grocery list I'd handed ocuck, and since L rarely buy the mag myself,
I was nenplussed, and pleased in one of thcse small little ways woien are
wnen taey feel They .{ave Deen denenbered, sven if inaccurately, But it
turns out I congratulated mysell on oy pemerability a bit »reanaturely. It
seens he peught the -aag fer hiaself, fer a handy dandy cataleogue to wild
flowers insluded therein. That's what I get fer wnarrving an eld Boy
Scout,

Gecrge Sgithers tases up on page 4 the business of secuels and series;
quits gensidly,too, ne dezs, hut he leaves seisviere in the gold the al-
leged reader such as ;1yself whe reads geries because bthey are series,and
cruddy series at that, ia prefersnce tn rood secuel type steries. I grew
up on 15 chapter cliff hangers, Saturday afterncon Western. series, and I
positively dote eu tacse old Cap future wonstrosities. orse, tae imore
stereotyped and coray the characterization, the better I liked them, A4
case in point is ©iae fast that I have never cared fer dJestern faiction at
all, and @y only ventures into that realm have been Cunn's Paintea Post
series and toe iie n1d series. ‘fhere is your answer, George —-- I don't
likte Sonen bLecause my literary tasts buds zre dead,

-~ "Uhe anneying thing is taat aiccups usually die deown soon ef thelr
own accord, so that tas sufferer often has te endure the triumphant "I
tald you so'' of the ezregricus sss whe fraghtened him as well as the ex-
zsperation ef tihe hiecsups theomselves.? -
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California to £ind cui abcut Pls~tell snd :reject Art Show
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More ballots 1n this lssue; I be-
lieve the Hugo ballet l1ls self-explen-
atory, with the addition that vou do
not have to be registered with the
convention committee in order fto
vote; nelther do you have to give
references., Just mall in the ballot.
With TAFF, you 40 have to give ref-
erences; if you've been getting YAN-
DRO since HNov, 1959 we'll vouch for
you, We aren't sponsoring any nartic.
ular candidate thls year, Juanita

: plans to vote for Eric Bentcliffe;
I'11 probably vote for either Bentcliffe or Mal Ashworth. We aren!t par-
ticularly well acauainted wlth any of the candidates; my liking for Ash-
worth stems solely from the fact that he writes funnier fanzine articles
than anyone else Ln fandom, though he hasn't been dolng much of 1t late-~
ly., Any of fThe three candldates should be satisfactory; Sanderson and
3entcliffe have both been sctive in fandom recently and probably both
"deserve" the honor. Warnlng; if you're golng to vote for TAFF, DO IT
NOW, wWe're putting these out almost too late to be effectlve.

Speaking of ballots, the returns on the YAI'DRO Egoboo Poll will be
in the next issue., So far, 20 ballots heve been returned; I hope that
the extra month will sllow that number to be increased by at least 10
more; 30 ballots would be enough for some signiflcant results {(somewhere
over 100 readers have seen encugh of last year's lssues to have a mean-
ingful vote). Of course, I'd like to see 100 ballots returned, but.....

Don Frenson sent slong a notice gbout the article on MAD in the Hay
CORONET, EC fanzlnes are given a paragraph, and HOOHAH! and its publish-
er, Ron Parker, are mentloned by hame.

An interesting item came in the mall the other day. This was VIEW-
POINT, a pege and a half (legel size) of news on literary censorshlp
put out by the Test Coast News Company, the outfit which dlstributed the
late lamented SEX & CENSORSHIP magazine. This newsletter is "4 service

f West Coast News Co., Inc. for the magazine and book industry and sub-
scribers", no price is given, and I haven't the vaguest ldea of how one
gets on thelr malling 1ist, But 1t's an interestlng ltem; primary cover-
age is glven to the test case of Ohlo's new lagw on obscenlity. (The book
on trial is "Sex Life Of A Cop"; I can hardly say, as dld one defense
witness, that it ls "worthy of attention, interesting and slgnificant",
but nelther do I think that there is anything in 1t that isn't falrly
common knowledge, however shocked some people nay be at seelng this sort
of common knowledge in print.) Anyone interested in recelving the news-
letter might write to the publisher at 2919 Belmont Ave, E,, Fresno,
California and ingulire about getting it. Donsho, you ought to be inter-
ested In this sort of thing.

514 Coleman sent in a long critigue of SEX IF HISTORY: this will be
in the next issue, either as a letter or maybe 1f I met ambltious I!1l
convert it to an article., Cther definitely scheduled ltems 1lnclude a
new Ted White column and a Dodd column; Gregg Calkins mentloned a review
of the FAJITASTIC UFIVERSE OMNIBUS but I haven't seen anything of it yet.
If 1t gets here it will be 1ncluded,

Book of the nonth is "The Hatural History Of HNonsense" by Bergen
Evans (Vintage, $1.25). This is a worthy companion to Gardner's "Fads &
Fallacles" and HacDOu%all's "Hoaxes", covering as it does the false ideas
that "everybody knows'®, RSC
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I SEOUECAND SERIES M/
e s COIEIEE SICTON £ FANTAGE

' ¢.h. sCithers

—

"Alexczhder Jones looked up ln mild surprise as a Hoka, dressed 1h
full armor, clanked 1nto his office 1n the bustling clty of HMlxumaxu,
took off his helmet with a clash, end ...."

"Yerkan Vall frowned as he looked out the window of his offlce,across
the towers and spires of Dhergabsr. The report on the deslk behind him
ﬂ

"Richard CGregor stamped into the offlices of the AAA Ace Interplan-
etary Decontamination Service, slammed the door, ......"

And another adventure hes started, and started with s rush, for, as-
suming you read ASTOUIDING, GALAXY, or THE KAGAZINE OF FANTASY AND ScI-
TUCE FICTION regulerly, you esre alreedy famillar not only with the set-
ting, but also with many of the princlipel characters. This familiarity,
on the part of the reader and the author, represents at once the great-
est strength and wealkness of the sequel and of the serlies of sequels,
Consider these examples. The writers have created unusually powerful and
memorable charactcrs =hd settings, too good to waste by belng used but
once, The resders, the regulsrs at least, are already on famillar ground
a8 they begin a second story in a series; they need a minlmum of orien-
tation before they are once more a part of Toka, of the First Level, or
of the problems of a slightly eccentrie partnership,

Unfortunetely (for lazy writers), people have a definite prejudice
against buying tie same story tuwlce, And since simllar characters in sim-
ilar settings tend to have similar adventures, there 1s a limit to how
seguellsh a sequel may be, On the other hand, 1f tae elements of the
serles are changed from story to story, especlally in a long series, the
cheracters and the settlng often draw away from adventure producing slt-
uatlions.

It is very tempting, havlng produced one successful story, to reuse
as much as possible of that success in another story, and another. 3ut
there sre, after all, only s 1llmlted number of things that can happen to
a partlcuiar set of people in a partlcular time and place, no matter
how exotlic thet time sand place may be. "Comlc" strips are a good example
of this; they often repeat, wlth only minor varlatlons, the same adven-

tures over and over agaln. Thls weakness was especlally epparent in the
strip Alley Oop some years ago, when the activity was limited to prehls—
toric loo, Overstazndardized charscters in space opera wlll also %tend to
f£all into overstandardlzed situations; in fact, much of this writing lis
ef fectively one series of seguels, even though wrltten by dlfferent
writers.

A first order solution to the problem of repetition is to widen the
range of action to a more extensive setting, with a constantly changing
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cast of minor characters, with only the main charscters held invarlani.
Alley Oop is a good example of this, for the introduction of a tlme ma-
chine cpread the atcessable area to the entlre ranze of history, hoth

real and, when the time machlne is on ths btlink, lmaginary. For the real!
archetype of this type of sequel, however.....

N

"There was a wild clatter on the stairs, end a pounding on the door
which flew open t0 reveal a disheveled young man lpn an inverness, drip-
ping wet from the drlizzllng fog outslde.

" 11t is obvious, Watson, that our visitor 1s a ....' "

Here is the professional man with a companlon or two. These, the
principal cheracters, are unchanged =s they meet and solve the prodlems
of the pegple who flit through the stories and vanish, to be replaced by
others, and still others, ir an endless stream. Endless? ot guite, for
sven this arrangement eventually may grow tedious. Conan Doyle evidently
thought, and was surprised at how much his readers Cisagreed with him,

Getting back to the sclence-fletion-fantasy fleld, the space medic
of Hubbard end Leinster and the space exploratlion or the survey teali O
nore authors than cen be llsted in a weel gre our own professlonal men,
more closgly related than most reallze to the tradltional dstective,

in the class of principsl character inverliant storles there l& an
exceptlonally successful group:

Mir. Cohan and iir, Witherwax turhed %o look at the newcomer 8 he
steggered up to the bar ....”"

® 1Dyd I ever tell you the story,! asked Harry Purvis, 'about the
Fonth Idewa’,

" 3T have,! said Jorkens quletly. The other members of the Billiards
Club .--n“

Gavegan's Bar, The "hite Hart, and the Billllards Club were seldon
scenes of actual adventures; rather they were cqulet places %o talk about
the strange adventures of the regulsr members and thelr friends. And De-
cause these respectable establishments were not so much scenes but rath-
er frames for the action, they Limited the scope of the stories told
therein no% at all,

But %here is a weakness in the principal character invarlant serles;
a speclal weaness in addition to the usval hazard of repetition. Real
people are not inveriant; real people are changed by the events they ex-
perience, hubbard and Heinleln put it that people change status, becom-

ing big shots from little shots or vice versa {(the Little Tailor story);
people learn from thelr experlence and thereby change behaviour or gt~
titude (the-men-who-learned-better story); and people (mele) meet people
(female) (the boy-meets-girl story), The bov-meets-girl story is sort
of a spli%t category: there 1s the boy-meets-girl for once and all siory;
this is certainly a change producing event. There 1s alsc the boy-—meets-
girl for a casual romance; this ls good character invarlant material,
as in the early Conan stories and in C, L, Moore's Jirel of Joiry al-
ventures, Conan end Jirel were almost professlional meeters, (Yonder
what would happen Lf our boy Conan met our girl Jirel?)

The series in which people and settings are materislly changed by



the action is a tricky thing
to handle, For one thing, the
change itself, the permanent
effect on the characters and
setting, 1s not an easy thing
to present, Characters must be
more than cardboard, settings
more than palnt 1f they are to
reallisticglly enter into an
action or an event which brings
about a fundamental change 1n
thelr exlstence - but this is
as much a problem in a single
story as 1in a serles, The spec-
12l problem in the series 1is
that having changed characters
and setting, they are changed,
and gre no longer the story
materlal that they were.

Edgar Rice Burroughs!® Hars
gerles 15 a good example of
this, When John Carter was first
cast away naked on a strange
planet, he naturally fell into
adventures of the wildest and
mos8t swashbuckling kind, Buft
after a few books, he had
worked his way up to the job of
Warlord of Mars, and YWarlords
just don't fall into as much
hand to hand klnd of adventures
without a lot of contrivance on
the wrilter'’s part, So many ad-
ventures 1n the later books
start by gettlng the particie
pants wrecked in remote areas
in flliers or lost in hunting tripe that 1t became a pattern. A happy
alternate that Burroughs also used was to center actlon on an entirely
different character who could loglically start in a hand to hand advenw
ture and gradually work his way up to a Jjunction with the powerful ar-
mieg of the Warlord at the end of the book,

The same sort of problem befell Oz, Many attempts were made tO cap-
ture the Emerald City by one magical means or another, Since the Wizard
of Oz generally added the latest device to hls store of maglc after the
eventual victory, the Land of Oz soon became so powerful that lnimlcal
forces could only advance by the use of what James Blish has called an
1350t plot. (&n idlot plot 1s one thet advances solely because of the
fact that everybody in the story is an 1dlot.) This 1g particularly un-
satlsfactory when previous stories have established the non-idlocy of
some of the participants, The Oz books made better use of the plobt in
which some well known characters set out on a quest or a dellberate ad-
venture, and of the plot centered on a new character in the wilder
marches of Oz,

Substantially better examples of character development and growth

ABKING -
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are Zenna Henderson's stories of The People and Isaac Asimov'is Foundeg-
tiorn serles, In both of these series eech story has its own principal
charaeters, who may appesr as subsidlary cheracters ln a later story,
The repeating element is not the particular set of characters but is ra-
ther the sroup or the culture as a whole, This is Important. The sireng-
th of these and similar serles lies not only in the excellence of %The
individual storles, with their deep and sincere interest on the devel-
onmsnt of the chargcters in the partlcular episodes, but also in that
the series as a whole has a separate plot line of its own, waich is ad-
vanced step by step by the component stories. Each story records growth-
chenge-love of a set of characters; the entire serles records growthw-
change of tue entire group or culture.

A single story, often even a single novel, ls too small to encompass

the change ¢f an entire group. And charge
grcup or culbure is something that cannot
episode iIn the lives of particular people
change, can show wnat their group is at a
of episodes in lives of different members

and developnent of a large

be easily done directly, An
can show fthelr developinent and
particular tlme, but a series
of that group 1s neecded %o

adeguately present any real plcture of the evolution of the whole groltm.
To put 1t another way: 1t tskes but one scene to describe a character,
but it takes at least two scenes with intervening action to show evo-
lution of an individugl., Apparently to describe a culture or a group it
18 necessary to show nenbers of that group evolving and responding %o
some stress situation. To sihow tihe change or development of the culture,
then, takes two descriptions
of the culture with interven-
ing action — and this seems
hest presented a8 a series,
Of course the same thing, ev-
olvtion of a culture, can al-
so be presented by discussing
the culture as g whole, in-
stead of concentrating on

1ts individuals. 3ut since
people are best zcaqualnted
with and interesfted in people
and since z group Or culiure :
is just too vast and compli-
cated for easy, direct com-
prenenslion, it is in many
ways more satisiagectory to
narrate development of the
group through alventures of
the members,

The series of sequels,
then, can be all things to
all men, Ii cen be a prop
for the writer +ho is too
lazy to tainlz ovt a new set-
ting and a new cast of char-
acters, It cain be an ex-
ploitation of characters and
settings too vivid ané too
vzluable to be wested on a
gingle story. It can be a way \
of reducling %o a minimum the




amount of expository ilntroduction to a Tast mov-
ing plot. It car be a wecy of presenting an over-
2ll plot line and a development of a groun, a
culture, or an entlre pecple in a way more eifect-
ive than any other.

It can be, a8 demon knizht hss polinted out, a
snare and a delusion, It can be, wilthout caveful,
garly planning of 21l background material, a
hopeless tengle oi contradlctions, as L, Spraszue
de Camp has pointzd out, Or it can be, in the
hands of a master, a magnificent thlnp. Remember
the last drlnk at the Billiards Ciub, the victor-
jous return to Hellium, the greet party in the
Emerald City. Look to see the happy swirl of The
People as they take to the alr, the bulldings and
gates of ilovorecife In the dlsfance the grand
sweep of the Galaxy in the darkness over Tirantor.
Hear agaln the barbarian power in the laughter of
the Cimmerian, the voice of blind Rhysling, and
John's silver stringed gultar. And oldes?t ﬂnd
best knowrn, with us even in the marches of the
Galaxy, a thin Tfigure is saving to hls companion,
".o...N0t at gll, my cdear Watson, It was....."
"The gssurance in the first chapter of Genesls
that God, after maklng all living things, !saw

- that it was gaoa llgs proved a pltfall to those
who believe that their conception of gcod and God's nmust of n003951ty
be identical." eesestThe Natursl History of Monsense®", B, Evans
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THE 1{ORBID HUSE, I: WAYS OF DEATH
by Alan Burns

Here is the pool of the gulet shore
Far away from the river's roar.
Think of sweet death In its placid arms;
Gally Ophella went this way,
Singing extinctilon's pleasant charms,
An end to life's long entortured daj.

Here 1is the 0ld strong rafter under

The roof and berend the rain and thunder,
Here the sulcide crept 1n shame,

And was found the following day,

A lamp a-swinging without a flame;

Gene wes the spirlt, gone awvay.

The tiny bottle upon the shelf

Dusty gualnt--carven as or elf;

Toke it down, nut wine in glass,

A single drop ls tae measure neat.
Firs at first, but it will pass;

Oh here i& death, 8o sweut, so sweet.
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PAYELA is a pook, It was written circa 1740 by Samuel Richardson and
was subtitled "Virtue Rewarded". Those few facts alone are enough to
mal-e wary one who is aboutbt to read thé thing, and when dlsinterested on-
servers say "But no ane reads FAIELA!" the warliness grows to alarm,

Dospite all thet, however, I read 1t: Flrst, because I had already
t01d the English instructor that I would, and second, because, as I got
inte 1t, I became fescinated. I thoroly recommend PAMELA to any fas%t
reader in search of a good erample of (allegedly) unconscious humor,
There have beern satlres of PAKELA written, but the ones I have seen
aren't nearly as funny as P. 1tTself.

The plo%: Pamela is an incredibly virtuous, humble and all—round-
cood-ezglsh type of girl who is addicted to writing letters to her par-
ents. She worlis for one Mr. B., who inherlted her from his motiner. kr.
3. is an sll-round scoundrel type who, for the first half of the book,
attempts ~—- most cilumsily -~ TO rape
and/or seduce Paimela., He even goes £

(43
2

so far as to abduct her to hls coun-
try estate and nold her incommunli-
cado for sgome weels, Somehow, all
this leads to ir, B's reforming, and
Pamela's falling in love with nim,

Needless to_say, they are marrled, //,/’”T““\\\
and virtue {i,e,, Famela) gets its AT R
reward (i.e., Hr. B's money and es- / ’@%y *Q\
tates, ) { /<'»3 2\

The message: According to Rich- \ ‘cz;;§ 0
ardson, the entire thing was wrltten \\\\Q\\

not for the money it earned him, but
in order to inculcate 1lr the "youth
of both sexes" an sttitude of vir-
tue, The book was supposed to nale
all its readers Just as virtuous as
heroine Famela.

The result: Wot much reading be- p’
tween the lines 1s reguired to glean , {
Richardson'!s ideas on the class sys- i )
tem and on noney. Eis practlcal,
mercenary -— tho slmost reverent --
attitude shines thru the surface mor-

ality several tlimes, As I sald, the ///vv/%// /{

book was subtitled "Virtue Reward-
ed" and Richardson, who himself
married "the boss's daughter'! and
thus ceme vp in the world, apparent-
1y wanted to be sure that his mes~
sage ot scross to even the most mer-

cenary of young sinners, N RN LD
Panelats marriage is spoken of -
as her "exaltation" and her "kind- HOME AGAIN

ness to her former equals" after her
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[fexaltation® end her "obligingnsss" to them before are highly commended
|ty Richardson in his flnal notes, His attitude could be summed up in "Be
wroud that you arc poverty strlcken, but don't antagonize ahyone who
imight make you rich," for Pamela 1s incredibly humble to eoveryone in
\sight while she is stlll a "poor serving mald,"

| At one voilnt she says in her inevitable letter to her parents {the
entire book consists of just this; letters to her parents relatling her
herrowing 2nd otherwlse experlences) -- "bless Providence, which has -
made me tread the path of innocence, and 8o amply rewarded me for wiat

1% has enabled me to do." And at snother time, shortly after the weddlng,
1Mr. and ¥Mrs, B are spending a quiet afternoon at home, discussing money;
Mr. B's money, waich will soon be Pamela's as well, Mr., B 1is saying
tenderly to Pamelag "I lay up money every year, and have besldes large
sums in government and other securities; so that you will find what I
have hitherto promised ls very short of that proportion of my substance,
whlch, es my dearest wife, you have a right to." To this lovely speech,
Poamela adds in her letter, "Thus sweetly did we pass our time till
evening,"”

Famela's practical attitude toward matters other than her virtue
(gbout which she was downright fanatiegl) was in evidence much earlier,
however. For instance, when she was planning to leave Mr. B's estate %o
return to her parents, she was Ostensibly lntendlng to leave behind all
the clothes glven her by Mr. B and hils mother, However, she was still
speculating on how rich she and her parents would be 1f Mr, B ingisted
on her taling the clothes with her anyway -- after all, she was much voo
poor to wear them, so she would obvicusly have to sell them, At anotier
point, Pamela mekes quite a show of giving in to Mr. B in an argument,
She really hed no choice, for Mr, B was quite able to force her to do
whatever he wanted, so Pamela noted in her letters: "I might as well
make a“merit of my compllance, when my refusal will stand me in no
stead,

The conversion from hate to love on Pamela's part is gbout as plausS-—
ible a& many present-day Hollywood movies. "He ls a dirty lowdown clod,
but I can't help loving him" type of thing. In fact, durlng tihe Tine
that Mr, B $s still trylng to rape her occasionally, she remarks several
times that she "cannot really hate hlm", no matter how hard she tries --
and she seems o be trying pretty hard. These declarations of amiability,
however, are regulsrly interspersed with heated references 1o ¥r. B as
"Base, wicked, treacherous..." gnd "wicked violator of all the laws of
God and man," ,

A lovely basis for a romance. Like John Wayne and his Marine Corps
underlings,

..-..—.—.—.—-o--—--—u——_——-——-—n—--——-—-——-—--———-—un—a—o—'—.

PITTCON REPORT - A balanced program of both fan and professlonal eventis
ts in the final etages of preparation, Bob Pavlat will be moderator of
a panel entitled "The Sclence Fiction Fan Club, Form and Function". The
Chicago fans will present the play, "Requlem for a Fake Fan". Don Ford,
TAFF representative to England, will give an account of his trip, Lynn
Hickman Will preside over the "Fanzine Editors Panel", Phillp José
Farmer will talk on "Is The Science Fictlon Fan A Victorian?" The titlo
of James Blish's speech 18 "A Question Of Content", Earl Kemp has lined
up what we feel will be one of the stellar events at the convention but
we!ll tease you by keeplng it secret a while longer. BJo Wells 1is hezd—~
ing the Fan Art Exhiblt, an event unique to the PITTCON, which should
_amply demonstrate the artistic talents developed in science fiction
fandom. . ....Dirce Archer;Chaliman



fiction by —TOJ @b@i

I wes feeling in a mellow mood, The board was causlng me little or
no trouble, It hadn‘t a8 yet set the turntable for a 45 rpm record when
vhat I really wanted was 23, and not tco many listeners had called in
gsking for pet tunes, Who am I? Pardon my haste, My name 1s Mike HicChe
agls, Tiae Record Han, laybe you've hesrd me once or twice, if you listen
to the radio after the Late-Leote goes off. My Job 1s to snln the records,
mive the time and temp, end try, to the best of my abillty, to complv
wlth recquests sent in by the iiost Venerable Listerers. It was in the
1ast capaclity that Dlsaster struck,

Actually, it wasn't as bad as that, bubl the correspondence course
It taking in How To Write Salable Short Stories says — check me, page
L5 - that you must keep the readers' at%enilon. Anynoco, I was just fin-
ishing announcing the tlme to bz 1:05 AM, when the red light b¢1nﬁea I
looked Tor a second For every ring, the' light blinked once., I walted
for three blinks, then ralsed the recoiver.

”ﬁello? Tnls igs Tne Record uan? You will kindly take the f0110w1n
reguest?’ This last was in the form of a statement. “To Jamel, from i Kat-
well: Ail proceeds,'X — 42 — A,°F

"What?® I asked, “what kind of a song Is that?"

“Song? You missunderatapd Plesse stp1y read over your gir, I
thank",

There was a click, then nothing, I sat loci ing at the conftrel boerd,
In this business, you get lots of strange reauesis, But thls? Yol even
a song, but Jbst a mesgage, 1 shrugced, snd mennully dropped the reguest
intc the round file,

Under ordinary clrcumstances, thet would be that., But - not for Hike
lilchaels, Oh, nol Next night, the light blinked again et 1:05, Lifting
the receiver, I got a repetition of the previous night's message. ""LSO‘
you will pleese bty g

I forgot about it, a6 a A&isk lockey learns to do after he has heard
the sane reoord for the gleventeentia time,

The next nizht, I wes mad. After e while, you get vsed to the corn-,
ball questions, “but thais guy must have been ofT his nuk. "Hello? The
Record Han? You will obey, please. To Jemel, from Katwell, All proceeds,
N~ 42 - A, Flease use your haste. ?e01pient going out of phase. I
thank," -

MT DOW!TIM I yelled, and would have sald more except for the slmul-
taneous oocnrrences of him hanging up and my current record endlng.

#OX," I s2id, when the next record was sa’ ely on its way, "“so I humor
nim, Then he stops," The next day, the bose wanted to know whet g;ves;
but I pleaded uenpor ry insanity. Darned if he didn't velleve me, too,
down deep 1insidzs

That night, a message lay under my door, "To Katwell, from Jam
Repeat. X - “u2’ - A" sure encugh, Ol¢ Faithful Katwell was on the 1lne.
I wasn't, I hung up on him,

The storv by all rights, should end here, Put, I was reading an
lnteresting eﬂulcle the other day, in a national puollcatlon. Haybe ynu
saw 1% too: “"Eow Will Aliens Communicate?" by Homer R, Katwell.

THIS IS STATION T mee |



1

STRANGE FRUIT—3

A new policy has been forced on me by the sheer quantity of tripe
(err...fanzines, I meant) which has been accumulating of late, No more
veviews of letterzines, APAzines (unless the editor speciflcally re-
guests it) or fanzines in Swedish or any foreign language except Engllsh.

)

GRY OF THE NAMELESS #39 (Box 92, 920 Third Ave,, Seattle 4 - monthly -
oh¢, 12 for $2) It seems that the omlsslon of the Burbee item in the
1ast 1ssue (or rather, the mention of 1t on the contents page) was one
of CRY's 1little jokes. Apparently the only person who was not Takein in
and who also made an adequate rasponse wa8 Betty Kujawa. As usueal,this
issve features some of fandom's better known writers; John Berry, Meal
Asimworth, Don Franson, Renfrew Pemberton Busby, Terry Carr and others.
Zlino» Busby goes into fantasy (2 don't think the first part of "Fellow-
ship Of The Rlng" 1s dull, Ellnor; it's slow-moving, but then the whole
thing 1s slow-moving.) Highlights of the issue include Busby's (the Oth-
er Busby, that is) remarks on fan ethics, Terry Carr's predictions (I °
don't agree with them, but T enjoyed them anyway) and the letiercoluan,
this time featuring baffled readers who wanted to know what happencd to
Burbee in the last issue, Rating........s

HABAKKUK #3 (Bill Donaho, 1LI1
8th, St., Berkeley 10, Calif. -
= irregular - no price listed) In
I,Zkgg@ﬁgw$ 3 issues, this has become one of
b 155 < 025jn% the best (and at 55 pages, one of
V7 3”67C) o' the biggest} zines in fandom,
O Pz ) Bill's ramblings are alvays enter-’
talning, and thls issue are en-
livened by a dlissertation on the
novel "In For A Penny" by Oliver
Anderson. (I've read these 6 pages
aloud to every luckless soul who
has dropped in since the mag ar-
rived; I don't know about the
visitors, but I still get a laugh
out of them,) There is also the
articie by Al Helevy on Mescelin,
and more outpourings by Art Cas-
tillo, defending the Beats. (&rt
isn't exactly a beat; he's more
of a garden verlety egotlistical
slob, judging from his writing,)
There's s very good letter column,
to00, Ratlngee s

FAIAC #56 & 57 (Ron Ellik, 1909
Francisco St., Berkeley 9, Calif.~
co~editor, Terry Carr - bi-weekly
- 4 for 25¢) Fandom's Indispensib-
le Newsletter, coverling all sorts
of fannish doings. Rating..9




As a bonus, FANAC often carries
riders of verious inds, Recent
ones have been AN EGOBOO A DAY
FRCHM ALL OVER (T, Carr) concern-
ing letter response to the Fan-
nish; and THE FAINZIVE MATERIAL
POOL NEZWSLEITER (Dave Rike, 750
60th, St,, Oakland S, Calif.)Thls
covers the material at present in
Rike's pool, which is presumably
avagilable to anyone who asks, Rilke"\|
asks for both submissions to the [\
pool and reguests from editors Iorfwi
material. I'd 1lke to add one big AN
warning:; if you dc submit to the
nool, staple your stuff firmiy so
1t stays together, put your name
and sddress on the manuscript,and
1T you move before your stuff has
been published, notify the post
office to forward everything.
Otherwise, unless you're a well- [
known fan, you have about 1l chance|-
in 10 of ever finllng out what
happened to your materlal, Person-
ally, I am agalnst materlal pools, P
Busby mentions that contributions | == e Pt

to CRY, if not used in CRY or WRR, LEAM AT PRISSER ]
will be sent to Rike. T would like to state that contributions to YAWDRO,
if not used in YANDRO, wlll be returned to the contributor, Ilve experi-
mented with passing material on to other editors, and I've come to the
conclusion that it's a dirty deal for the author.

SPACE CAGE #3 (Lee Anne Tremper, 33858 Forest Grove Dr,, Apt. A-3, Ind-
ianapolls 5, Ind, ~ monthly? - él for a year's supply) As an officigl
club publication, this isn't a big challenge %o CRY or SHAGGY, but itts
well reproduced, contains some good material, and has been improving
steadily.Lee needs material, and can glve good display to what she gets.
Itve been reoguested not to rate thls, so I won't, ) K

VOID #°1 (Ted White, 107 Christopher St., #15, NWew York ik, N, ¥, ~ ir-
regular - 25¢) The editor ssys it's monthly, but I'm going to walt and
see; 1t's been monthly for two months now. {Oh yes, Greg Benford is co-
editor; almost forgot him, since he seems pretty well gafla lately,) Mr,
White's article, "A Day With Calvin Thos, Beck", is the high point of
the issue and the most entertaining thing VOID has published for sonme
time. The entire mag 1s good, though; the only bone I have to pick with
Ted 18 his revival of Herlan Elllson's "The Boot" award, wherein some
particular individual i1s singled out for disfavor. I think the entire
idea 18 in bad taste, and Ted's particular picks haven't ralsed the
standards any. The firet award wes made strietly from personal spite,and
the second states that such-and-such haprened, when ectually the state-
ment is whot Ted thinks happened. (He may well be right ~ but he doesn't
xnow, ebsolutely and for certain, thet he 1s,) However, this takes up
only half a page, so it's a small deflclt. Ratings.6
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|gD-ARGASSY #54 (Lynn Hickman, 224 Dement  Ave,, Dixon, Illinoisg - mon--
fthly - 12 for $1) Best thing in this issue 18 the two-color Barr cover;
sne of the best t0 grace fanzines in recent years. Contents include book
reviews, by Lynn (I guess), fanzine reviews by Viec Ryan and pro news by
Les ferber, all entertainlng. (The most startling piece of Gerber's news
being the report that the published verslon of Farmer's "Flesh" was "ex-
purgated"! I!'d like to see the original....) This 1lssue also contgains

the lest installment of Bob iadle's TAFF report and the flrst install-
ment of a serles by John Berry concerning the exploits of SUPERFAN, (I
must confess that I liked Bjo's SUPER SQUIRREL better, but Berry is good,
T don't intend to get involved 1ln guessing who Superfan is supposed t0
be, though,) RatifZeeeseDs

ROT # {Mal Ashworth, 14 Westgate, Eccleshill, Bradford 2, England ~ ir-
regular - gccording to the contents page he only sends them out in re-
turn for letters of comment; how one gets on the mailing list in the
first place is something you'll have to take up with the editor) The

part of the mag that struck home to me was the "Reverles Of A Seml-
Conscious Bibllophile®™, My own love of books doesh't take exmctly this
form, but the spirlt is ldentical. And since I've never beeh able to
formulate my ideas regarding book-~buylng, I'm grateful to Mal for dolng
1% for me. The rest of the famzline, whlch ilncludes materlal by Sid Birch-
by, Irene Potter and Harry Warner, as well as the editor, 1s interesting
in a British sort of way. (This isn't a velled insult, but a comment on
the fact that all — or nearly all -- of the British fanzines have a cer-
tain alr gbout them; not hecessarily better or worse than US gzines, but
different. ) Ratingc XY 5

RETROCRADE #2 (Redd Boggs, 2209 Highland Place N.E., Minneapolis 21, Hin-
nesota - monthly - he says ~ for trade or comment only) Devoted mostly

to editorial ramblings and a few letters. Boggs belng one of fandom's
better writers, the edltorlal ramblings are well worth reading, and the
letters, belhg a few selected from a large number avallgble, are also
entertaining. / ﬁating....;B
APORRHETA #16 (H,P, Sanderson, "Inchmery", 236 Queens Rd., New Cross,
London SE 14, England - monthly - 20¢) For what I belleve is the first
time in the history of APE, an outslder has a more interesting contribu-
tion than Inchmery fandom has, Harry Warner 1s the author who makes the
grade, with g fascinatling analysls of the art of blnding and gagging, in
fiction and resl life, Ken Potter tells what happens to people who "go
out and sell!", and there are the regular columns by varlous Inchmerians.
One of the Dest Aissues for some time. Ratingeessssd

I have a dozen or g0 more fanzines on hand, but I haven't read them yet
and don't feel like skimming them rapidly for a review. (For one thing,
I couldn't -~ they average something over 30 pages aplece, Whatever hap-
pened to the skinny fanzines of yesteryear?) Trouble is, I got a large
number of books for my birthday, plus a larger than usual batch from the
newsstand, I've been through "The Natural History Of Nonsense" by Bergen
Tvens and "Andrew Jackson: The Border Cgptain" by Marquls James, Next
selection may be "Gordon Of Khartoum" by Lord Elton, "In Flanders Fields"
by Leon Wolff, "Winter Of The Sloux" by Robert Steelman, or "oman From
Another Plagnet" by Frank Belknap Long. Maybe by next 1ssue I'1ll be back
to reading fanzines, Or maybe not,



HE UMFORTUNATE AFFAIR OF JOE AND NELDA

(SONCS OVERHEARD IN A VENUSBURG Pug BY DEQ() CCOK )

01d Joe Dexter worked his clsim in the hille nzar Venusburg,
And he'd come to do the town each Friday night.

He would go to Logen's Bar, though he had to travel far,
Just to see his sveetheart Nelda, snd to fight,

Well, sweet Nelda tended bar for the spacemen in the town,

A native gal from out the hills sbove.

She was one gal in a million (and good Lord, was she mammillanl)
And she wes Joe Dexter's one true lady-love,

Thoueh they knew they couldn't marry, what with all the laws end gll,
They made plans about how they would live 1n sin,

So 01d Joe would drink his whiskey, though he knew it would be risky,
Since sweet elda drenk stralght nitroglycerin.

One night, as they were healing for thelr shack back in the hills,
The Venusburg police put Joe in Jall, :

Tt seemed he jumped a claim under someone else's hame,

And poor ilelda, left alone, began to wall.

She eried s0 hard, the hiccups jarred the nitrogylcerin,
And up she salled, never to come down,

If she hadnlt been so loaded, she wouldn't heve exploded,
But her broken hesrt had flattencd half the town,

So the moral—if you ever come to Venusburg some day,

\Please don't fzll for the lovely nitro-gals.,

Since poor Neida couldn't sbsorb it, she is now up there 1n orbit...
And 1t's safer wlth some less exploslve pals,
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LES GEZRBER, 201 Linden Blvd,, Brooklyn 26, N.¥, - Whlle I donit mind
your pun-name changes in my PFeghoot, I wish you woull make 1%t clear thet
wvou commitbed those puns. ¥y reputation is bad enough!

/7 should have mentioned it at the time; all nemes in the feghoot in the
1ast YAUDRO are a product of the fertile Soulson imagination and rapler-
1ike wit, Les ussd the real names of the individuals, but I was chlcken,/

ROBERT F, SUITH, 1 Timor St%., Puckapunyel, Victoria, Australla — Thenks
for the explenation of "Menasha" etc; slightly involved, as fandom some-
timee is, but it's satisfying to know, A friend, who considers re an
oddball bui occasionally stocps low enough to flip through my fanzlies,
demanded an explanastion of "Ferdinand Fugghead" just last weelk, He left
looking baffled, but I'll put his mind at rest now.

Ramblings: 4h, there's no doubt that scmeone in the Coulson house-
hold sees tnings ctaers don't,.,vhere'd those little green critturs come
from on my Christmas card? .

Enjoyed Ted Wihlte's column this tlme, and agree with him regarding
the recent rise in dguality of both AMAZING and FANTASTIC, The mags ap--
pear falrly regularly on the stands hers, but way behind the US dates,
of course, I am at present welting most impatiently for that Feb. ish of
AMAZING, so's I too can form an opinion on "Transient",

Alan Dodd's column was Interesting, but, once again, not a lot that
I dldn't know already. Being almost a alocal", Shute has had culte a bit
of publicivy out here, Many lelbourne-ites have picked out obwvlous faults
in the movlie, mainly deallng with locales, which won't worry overseas
viewers unduly, I imagine.

I wonder Lf we can count on Bob Tucker "going to town' over every
Ted White column? T must rush to renew my sub.....

30B BRINEY, 562 Newbury St., Boston 15, ¥ass, — Note ¥ZB's question in
her AMRA article about the pronuncigtion of "Wilidh"., If you give 1%
the Gaelic or Welsh pronunciation, as the spelling suggests, the closest
Inglish approximation is simply "Willy", Disappointing, no?

And did I tell you about the annotated copy of Feormer's "Flesh" that
I found in the Public Carden? I thought of sending 1t to Farmer (anony-
mously), but dzcided 1t was too precious to let out of my posesslon,
You'd heve to see it to belleve 1t}

THE DYTHCG EARTH may be avallable in the mag stores 1n your pari of
the country, but In five years of prowling through the ones here ln Bos-
ton and on occaslon in New York, I've never ssen a single copy. Remenber,
when the book first came out, 1t remained in distribution for less than
three weelis! It waps pulled off the stands by the publishers, along with
the third issue of WORLDS BEYOND before the title had even a falnt
chance of selling, As 1% wes, I fiad to hunt all over %town to find a copy;
if T hadn't known the book was out, and gone looking fer it specifieally,
I probsbly would never have seen a copy at all.

/Vagaries of distribution; I dida't know it was out and had no trouble
&t all in ~efting a copy. Actuazisy, I haven't noticed cupies on the used
mag stands recently, but then ¥ havernit been locking for 1t. LT wes in
plentiful supoly the last time I paid any atienvion to it. RSC/
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ROG EBERT, U10 E. Washington, Urbena, ITllinois - In my ‘unble oplinlon,
the letter by Roy Tackett in YAWDRC #37 was one of the funniest talngs
{including letters) thet I've read in s fmz 1n a long time. I!ve never
heard of Tackett before, but I wonder if he could do an article that
funny. Mavbe?

I don't know about anyone else, but my prsctice in fillling out thess
exoboo polls gnd arswering the Hooper Ratlng Service and everything else
1i¥e that is to trv $o stimulate future performance, not rewsrd past ef-
fort, In other words, I don't need to vote for Strange Frult because I
wnow you're going to keep it in YANDRO anyway. But I do have to vote for
Alen Dodd because he slways seems almost on the brink of extinecion by
everybody, Or donl't you want to start that dlscusslon again?

When you et right down to it, the big reason for hundreds and maybe
even more (aid someone, somewhere once estimate fandom at 3,000?) fans
going on plugging &way is becsuse eventually someone will say nlce taings
gbout them in print, .
/Jell, let's say one stimulates future performance by rewarding past
efforts, @hich implies that the future efforts will also ve rewarded,RC/

TZD WHITE, 107 Christopher St., New York 1k, N,¥, - Brlef suggestion:illhy
not put the number of the lssue on the cover? It would save me much time
in filing back issues and ald inmessuradly 1ln malking references to pas?t
issues.

/e may just do that, If numbers start showing up on future covers, It's
Wnite'!s Fault, RSC/

I'11 go along with the NRA and its alms (The Right To Buy “Teapons Is
The Rignt To Be Freel!), but I can't see the expense of a virtually empty
(o meg membership right now, nor the addition of yet another hobby. I
used to enjoy target shooting, with my single-shot Remington 22, but I
no longer have a gun, or the place to fire it, so Joinlng something like
this wouldn't do me much good. I mean, ghood Ghod, my present hobbles
are too damn expenslve to supportl

Boggs! article certainly climaxes the current wave oOf stf critiques
in YANDRO marvelously, How can I foliow something like tThat? I find tnatb
Redd is rather brief in whet he actually covers -- I wish he'd discussed
the worlds the Children visited, and the implications of those setilngs
—— but whet he does discuss he does s0 in a model style for any would-De
critic. It's stuff like that which insplres me in my own small efforts.

1Tadts Child" is superior writing for fenzine-flction, but the sub-
ject matter is not handled at all lmaginatively. Thls sort of remincs me
of the stuff Yarner wrote (I believe he was one of them) for the dear
departed BRZVIZIVE (ADVENTURES), I think maybe this story might better
anit VITYPOILT, with Llts pretentious outlook -- though I have only that
PST (which evervone has distributed —— I have at least five copies) and
this ad. Approvnrisztely placed, thet ad...

Franson's short item is kind of clever, but in a way I don't dlg. I
don't see much in ltems like this which subtly sneer at fendom Tor iis
covert hostility and "messiness" and which getuszlly, in thelr vagueness,
contribute towards this... I mean, if Franson thinks fendom is "messy"
and dominated by such "bubble"-types, let him name names, end go on a
crusade or sonethling. Actually, this is gulte a departure from the Fran-
son I Bave Come To Know And Enjoy, and I suppose he was probgbly Jjust
depressed the day he wrote it€,...

Gerber's item is nice. He seems to be steadlly improving, of late.

In your review of VOID, you make at least one error. The "Circus
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Al
Fandom" srticle by Warner was not part of an "Other Fandom" column by

YJarner -- the general heading of "Other Fandoms" is wide open to any
contributor, Bill Evans had one on "Rell Fandom", and Tom Condlt 1s pre-
paring one on "Subway Fendom". I'm a member of the latter....

I didn't reply to the previous lssue, but I may as well say that
Tucker made a 1ot of good points aboub SiRENS, gnd if I hadn't read the
book, I might have run joyously out to buy a copy. But 1t still siruck
me as a drag. Probzbly I simply erred in stating my reassons ¥hy I thought
it was a bad book, I enjoyed portlons very much, but 1t was fﬁ% sort of
book I couldn't eathuse about at all, It forces the reader to remaln
at least at arms' length away. There's nothing there to get into. T mean,
the story bugged me, ahd if I had wanted satire {alright; buFlesque) I
would have preferred something stralghter and less dlluted by what por-
tions of Story are there.

The comments on my revlew of "Transient" were very interesting. Both
Steve Schulthels and Elinor Busby bring up some good points, which only
goes to show how "deep" the story was; their explanetions do not fully
sgree wilth mine, nor with each other, Depends, E suspect, on the frame
of reference of each reader. As to the castratlon fear, or sexual-gullt
feelings of the Covernor, I thoupght that was obvious. It pervades most
of the Tirst three-cquaorters of the book., I mean, his gwilt at violating
a virgin, his feellngs that he must substitute for his aborted wife on
the operating Table {cut out the baby in a woman -~ cut whet from a man?)
And the symbol of the unicorn ~- virglnity -- end all the frantic feel-
ings Lenmpley felt, ;

Anyway, these interpretations are at least g¢s valld as my own, and I
certainly enjoy seceing them.

/Admittedly, membership in the NMRA is of less beneflt to someone wlthout
o gun. Since we own 15, we boost the organization, But maybe Franson
dign't want t0 go on & crusade. You don't have to disllke something in
order to porke a little fun at it; Don's article was hardly in the Denoun-
cing Fandonm category. (As to his opinions thet 1t's "messy", you must
remember that hels a CRY letterhack and you know how environment influ-
ences people,) Apologles on the other fandom's bit; I dldn't check my
memory. (And, now that I re-read your letter, apologies on cutting out




your comment that Dodd was "deadly dull", Skipping that paragraph was
unintentionsl, but I'm not going %o eo back and put it in now. RS

ROY TACKETT, 412 Elderberry Dr., Laurel Bay, So, Carolina - There was s
survey party through here last month attempting to do the imposgsible; o
wit, chart these swamps, They weren't too successful but they dld main-
aze to get a few maps out before succumbing. (You're wrong if ycu think
I left off the end of that 1last sentence; Tebster defines “"succumb" as
"to sink down",) Encugh charts were made to enable the new postman %o
meXe his wey as far as my mall box, This he did one day not long ago and
left the two copies of YANDRO,

Inssmuch a8 1% L8 rather late for comment on 85 I'll say only that
I enjoyed the article by Bogms znd the colunn by Deodd.

This tvpical consumer fipures hls weekx out something lilke this: L0
hours, work; 10.5 hours, eatlng; 3%&.5 hours, sleeping; 7 hours, groom-
ing; and 5 hours, transportatlon; lesving me with a theoretical total of
67 hours leisure time, But the figure 1s decelving and obvlously lncor-
rect, A goodly portion of those 67 hours are given over to chores around
the house, shopping, taking care of private business snd sundry other
matters along thet iline. On the whole I'd say that the 4% hour figure
18 closest to belng correct.

/3ut the UU% hour flsure glso included time spent shopplng, doing chores,
ete, An advertislng agercy would be particularly interested in time
avallable for shopping, as well as time epent 1n watching tv commercials,
Tven "home chores" often involve buylng something. RSC/

Lots and lots of letters, Do enjoy the letters. As a matter of per-
sonal opinion (and isn't that all most of us have to offer) Franson's
comments are way off base. I'm not a member of WRA but heartily endorse
1t, OGrented guns are used on occaslon a8 he 1ndicates but they also pro-
vide a good deal of plessure to the many people who particlipate in tar—
get shooting and huntlng. Also a ﬁun in the possession of an honest clt-
izen is a powerful deterrent to those who are not quite so honest, Case
in point: In one of these small southern towns s store was held up three
times8 within a yesr and this was, to say the least, most annoylng to the

0ld fellow thet ran the place., He rigged by himself an 014 two-
barrel under the counter and when the {Ff hold-up types vis-
ited him for the fourth time the old : man let them have
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iboth barrels. Result is that the old fellow has peacefully conducted nls
‘business for severg) vears now without belng bothered and the world wes
enriched by the demise of one punlt, .

Adgms! (?) was interesting end “Jamgoner's artlcle was emusing. Tan-
zine reviews interestlng and decorstions decorating. .

For the edlfication of your readers the pecullar critter portraved
oan page 11 is the Carolina Hornpipe {Horriblae Flutius MNoistum). This
g“renge little sextopod is indlperous to the swsmps of the southern
Jarolina low-country end is noted for 1ts pecullarity of constructliag
reed plpes durling the mating season, which lests from January to Decem—
ber, and using these pipes to produce a sort of low grede music {some=
|thing like the moanings of the current crop of teenage slnging idols)
which 1s purportedly used to attract 1ts mate, Unfortunstely tils niping
also attracts certaln large seurians gbundant in the area end the con-
cert 1s usually terminated by a "snap". The Carolina Hornpipe ls guite
e

DOl ALD FRAISON, ARU3 Babcock Ave., No. Hollywood, Callf, - Interesting
mathematical computation of hours spent in a week; bringing up a picture
of a hard-working, sleepy, speedy, 1ll-groomed, well-fed, leisurely
YANDRO-publisher,

Nice long letter column, fairly controverslal, slways interesting,
even if some of them seem to drift sway into 0dd corners of controversy.
I will not argue further on rifles; you know most of my ergulng is of
the one-shot type. Roy Tackett's letter was the most entertaining,

Who is Rodney Waggoner? And wh%? I hate articles thet say "sclence
hes caught up with sclence flctien®,

When you spoke ¢f the "three most controversial farnzines" I thought
yov were golng to include YANDRO, T wes thinking about controversial
meterial, not editors, of course,

/Oh, your loveble old editor 1s controversial st times, too. I mean, who
else in fandom admits to liking both Gem Carr and Claude Hall anymore?
But actually I never think of YAFDRO as belng "controverslal" —— or as
being "humorous" or "dignified” or "undignified®, or eny other particu-
lar label, for that matter, It's just the monkey on my back. RSC/

STEVE SCHULTHEIS, 477 Woodlawn, 4&pt. €, Springfleld, Ohlc - Elinor's
letter was very .nteresting, especlally contrasted to my own, t'm stlll
not convinced by her interpretation of the savages on tine 1sland, but

her lnslghts are a further help in understanding "Translent! —- especlal-
1y the cancer bit. Gled Tto see she agrees gbout the governor never hav-
ing been Ln the town before, Moore's story seems to have stlrred up,
more lnterest in AHAZING iIn fandom than there's been since Palmer left.
letis hope the Ziff-Davis zines don't sink basck down into the slough, I
think the field has flnally harrowed down to what I'd consider a comfort-
gble number of zineg, but 1t's few enough that we can't afford any dogs
in the lot, (Come to think of 1%, we never could afford the trash zines,
no matter how many titles were belng pubbed, Cne cruddy zine is one too

many. )
I'm tempted to join the National Rifle Assoclation -- but it's the
sare 0ld case of no loose cheanme arosund -- not thet I even own a Tireerm,

let alone know how %0 use one. I just misht went to someday, though, 3ut
so many 1ittle {and big) pressure groups are trylng to teke away our
basic rights, tThese days, that ary orgesnizstion that tries to preserve
gven one of them 1s worth suvporiing.
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RANDY £COTT, Route 2, Watts, Oklshoma ~ It appears as though we have ad-- |
quired a personal ufo or chost, or perhaps whatever-it-is mersly coOms |
mutes pust our house. ky almost~13 year 0ld brother told me that several
nights when he had been watching tv a bright light or object had flown
past the window. Saturdey night T was watchlng Ernie Kovacs with my 5 !
year old brother, end the rest of the family and thelr company were in
the living room watchlng the other tv, Then I caught a sudden impression
o7 a bell of light the size of my flst flashing past the house. I Junped
to the window, but I &idn't see 1t agaln. My little brother saw 1%, but
no one else wes in a position from which they could have seen 1%,

I know it's a 1little late for thls, but: When Castro banned Salnt
FMichelas from Cuba, he becsme a Rebel Without a Claus, :

luch to my surprise, I greatly enjoyed THE MYSTZRIANS and the 4D MAN,
Tere they really good or have my criticlsm glands been dulled by all the
comies I've reed letely®?
/From your letter, they've probably been dulled by all the tv shows you
have watched lately. The casusl way you tossed in that "other tv" bif is
positively frightening to someone who only grudgingly purchased a used
set a year and g half ago. RSC/ _

GLENN GODWIN, P,O, Box 36, Binghamton, N.Y, -~ Waggoner's article poses
a question that I have often wondered about, If Sclence-Fictlon disap-
peers, whither fandom, /See Ted White's column next issue, RSO/

There's something that sounds famlllar about Alan Dodd's story on
page 16 {in a letter) about the elephant that sst on a car. Within the
nast 6 weeks or so I heard the same thing from another source, oaly act-
ion was supposed to have taken place on thae Continent, in France I think;
I could be wrong on that. Anyway o lady was walting in her car at an in-
tersection for a group of elephants to pass by on the cross street. The
policemsn, it is glleged, blew his whistle., An elephant, trained to sit
on a car when a whistle was blown, promptly sat on the front of the
lady's Vollkswagon,

I suppose it could happen, but it 1s beginning to sound apocrynhal,
For one thing, can a circus afford to have a car smashed at every psr—
formance? It sounds as if 1%t could be a bit too expensive, Maybe HZB or
other circus fans emong the readers of YANDRO will write in and comment,
/How about 1t, ilarion? Did you ever hear of a clrcus tralning elephants
to sit on cars, or 1ls thils simply an elephantine revolt agalnsi mechan-
izetlon? Glenn also included a quote from THE BORZOI QUARTERLY which may
get mentioned somewhere 1n YANDRC in the near future, It certainly de-
serves mention. RSC/

DOKALD W. A.DERSON, 141 Shady Creek Rd,, Rochester 23, New Yoirk ~ As One
of the new reasders that you mention on the contents pase of YAWDRO 87, I
can't think of anvthing further from the need of apologles, thanh the
fact thet this issue is glmost wholly g letterzine. As a neo, one of the
things that is most important 18 an insight into the personglities or
the other fans, 2nd thls is best gotten from thelr letters., Articles and
stories are inﬁeresting but letters are much more persohal,

Juanita mentions a #30 Tower mlmeo in her editorial. How on earth
did you come by that. The last time I checked Sears {yesterday), the
cheapest one they hed was $72. I also checked the local Gestetner deal-
er, and he aust have had experience with amateur publishers before. He
had the smelling selts handy, and I couldn't have been out for more than
a counle of nlnutes,.



That with being on medical leave from my Jjob,
I find that my time breaks down just about as
follows: 70 hours sleeping, O hours transporta-
tion, 1 hour grooming, O hours at work, That
leaveas 97 hours for lelsure and eating, which in
my case S2ems8 to be one 1tem,

I heve missed the article that brought on the
letters abtout guns, but this 1s an item on which
I have strong feelings, It ls a right, and not o
privilege, for a responsible citizen to be able
to besr arms. The key word here is "responsidle',
I have seen the extremes, from Alaska, where any-
one wiO can plunk the money on the counter can,
buy a gun, to here in MNew York, where considerw
able red tape has to be gone through to purchase
a concealagble weapon.

Europeans will tell you, nothing is handier
than a strlet firearms registration law for £ind-
ing out who has the guns, If the reglstratlon
lists fall into the hends of an Invader, 1t pute a serious crimp into’
the possible operations of an underground movement, On the other hang,
some control should be exerclsed by the authorlties, to see that as few
concealable weapons as posslble fall into the hands of the lawless, lNew
York has a pretty good system, In order to purchase a concealable weapon
nere, you must get several recommendstions from other responsible clti-
zens, be fingerprinted so that you can be checked for a wimlnal record,
be photographed for the same reason, and have the request signed by a
State Supreme Court judge. Fow thls may sound complicated, but I managed
to get 1%t all doane in one day, end I have no speciagl influence. Hon-’
concealable weapons redgulre no special permit, Till I entersd fandom, My
spere pennies were being saved to purchase a Ruger Bearcat ,3%57 magnun,
for the main purpose of self-defense, just 1ln case.

As far as folk muslc goes, I have never gotten beyond Pete Seeger
and the Weavers, and here I am most happily stelled. While the Weavers
have been freauvently criticized as being overly commercial, I have al-
ways been fond of them.

Just in case someone there might be lnterested, the following items
are offered for sale, (I need a new typer):

A ¢-tenor Goldon recorder. Absolutely llke new - $8,00 |

A collsctlion of US alrmall stamps. All singles except ¢13-15, full
0¢ except ¢i8 no gum, A few blocks and pl blocks of recent issues. All
mounted in a Wnite Ace album, in acetate. Present market (not catalog)
value approx. we5.00. Sell for $50,00.

/I only wish I had #50, but I dor't, and won't have in the foresceable
future. We have nothlng against the Weavers, except that there arc oth-
er groups (notably the Easy Riders) and indlviduals (notably Odetta,
Cynthia Gooding, EA McCurdy, Richard Dyer-Bernett and Leon Blbb) who
sound better 1o us. Personally I think New Ycck laws are toou strict on
cguns, They do hamper the honest individusl, and the fact that they do
very little toward keeping guns out of the hands of the lawless is amply
attested by MNew York's crime rate., I'1ll go siong with the 1dea that some
control is probebly a good thing, but New York overdoes ith, How do I |
cateh whatever youlve get? That 97 hours leisure sounds fine, The answer
to the mimeo guestion iIs easy; Juanita bought her machine 7 y=ars ago.
They might heve discontinued the model, but i1t was selling for around

- §45 last year. RSC/




